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Torrens Primary School’s Home Learning Policy 
Policy Statement

At Torrens Primary School, we believe that home learning can play a valuable part in the learning process to ensure each child achieves to his/her potential.  We recognise the need for home and school to work together for effective education, focusing on learning as an enjoyable, discovery-oriented, lifelong journey.  

Rationale
Home Learning can:

· Provide an opportunity for children to share their learning with their parents and carers.

· Allow parents and carers to see what their child is doing in class, focus on the actual abilities of their child and provide opportunities to share learning experiences.

· Consolidate, reinforce, extend and assist in the practice of concepts and skills introduced at school.

· Support children in becoming independent learners.

· Encourage children to learn to think for themselves while their parents and carers are supporting them.

· Encourage children to appreciate goal setting and subsequently meet the agreed deadlines.

· Provide encouragement and motivation for children to become involved in real life learning situations.  (E.g.  interviewing, data collecting, observing and questioning).

· Be an effective communication link between school and home.

The aims of home learning at Torrens are to:

· Enhance children’s learning.

· Develop and encourage children’s enthusiasm for learning.

· Assist in informing parents and carers about the skills and concepts currently being taught.

· Progressively establish work habits to enable children to effectively organise their time and learning.

Definitions

Support: To provide the necessities and encouragement for undertaking home learning.

Policy Outline
Children vary in the level of proficiency in the skills they bring to a Home Learning task.  The length of time to be spent on home learning and its frequency will be established and varied according to the requirements of the year group and the individual.  The school will provide parents/carers ‘home hints’ throughout the year on the types of tasks and activities that may assist parents.  They will include guidance for the daily reading/sharing of books.  They may also include activities such as language work, problem solving, visiting the public library, seeking resources, using apps, gathering information, making models, accessing websites, playing games, designing, projects etc.  

The suggested approximate time for home learning tasks will gradually increase directly in proportion to the maturity of the children, commencing with up to 10 minutes per night reading for Kindergarten. 

Responsibilities

· Students  
- independent learning and time management with support1  of parents/carers.

· Teachers 
- communicate with parents what students will be required to do year by year.

- setting and acknowledgement of work. This could be through general discussion, marking, group sharing, oral presentations or follow-up lessons.  The home learning tasks are differentiated to ensure that as each task is mastered, the level of difficulty is raised until the next level is mastered2.  Teachers do not set a ‘skill and drill’ type of homework which involves repetitive and unchallenging practice, because we know from the research on homework that that has a zero to negative effect3.
· Parents/Carers - support of their child’s efforts and communicating with the school if there are issues. 

Special Considerations

· Children spend six hours a day at school.

· Many children are involved with extracurricular activities that take up out of school hours.

· Some children attend a Care facility and do not arrive home until early evening. 

· There is a diversity of home situations.

· Some of the best learning occurs in everyday family life (E.g. helping in the kitchen, shopping, talking, listening, playing games and sharing interests with siblings and parents.)

· Children have different learning styles.

· Research indicates that student outcomes are enhanced when family activity supports the learning process at home.

1Support – to provide the necessities and encouragement for undertaking home learning.

2K.Anders Ericsson, ‘Deliberate practice and acquisition of expert performance: A general overview’ (2008). 
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